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Geographic Facts 
 

I want to introduce you to the most diverse and 

craziest country in the world: 

 

After a flight halfway around the world and countless stopovers, you 
will reach the Australian continent. You are now in the southern 
hemisphere, between the pacific and Atlantic Ocean. While you are 
still on the plane you can get to know the 
continent from above. It is already clear 
to you that the name, the smallest 
continent in the world, does not do 
justice to the vastness of the Australian 
outback. 

 

 

Large parts of the country consist of deserts and semi-deserts as 
well as dry bush savannas. Only in the north there are tropical rain 
forests. 



Australia is divided into 6 states and 2 territories which are the 
following, Western Australia, Northern Territory, South Australia, 
Queensland, New South Wales, Australian Capital Territory, Victoria 
and Tasmania. With an area of 7,692,000 km², the Australian 
continent is 22 times the size of Germany. However, the population 
is only one third of Germany. Therefore, the Australian population 
density is only 3.25 people/square kilometer. Most of the people in 
Australia live on the coast, as life in the outback is very difficult. The 
capital of Australia, Canberra, is also relatively close to the coast. 

The highest summit to climb is Mount Kosciuszko, with 2.228 m. 
You don't have to be a mountaineer to get up there, as the hike to 

the summit is not difficult. 

In addition, there are only 2200 plant 
species in Australia, in cause of the 
try climate.  

 

 

 

 

The climate in Australia ranges from subtropical in the north to 
temperate in the south. The average temperature swings from 15 
degrees in winter to 25 degrees in summer. The conditions in the 
outback, are very extreme. Here the temperature fluctuates 
between 40 degrees during the day and minus degrees in the night. 
Aside from the desert and rain forest, there are also mountainous 
regions in Australia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Barrier Reef: Would you like to experience 

incredibly fascinating nature up close? Then visit the largest coral 

reef in the world. Over 400 species of coral, 1500 species of fish, as 

well as sharks, rays and dolphins live on an area the size of 

Germany. As a dive or by helicopter, I am sure exploring the reef will 

give you a lot of breathtaking stunning moments you won’t forget. 
 
 

Ayers Rock: A visit to this Australian landmark should not 

be missed on your vacation. Have you ever seen a 3 by 2 km red 

stone in the middle of a flat landscape, which is 348 m high? 

This huge dimension certainly caused the native inhabitants to 

make this mountain their sanctuary. For this reason, it is officially 

forbidden to climb this mountain. However, you can hike around 

the mountain and take great photos 

 

Sights in Australia 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sydney Opera House: On a city tour in Sydney, you 

should definitely visit the Sydney Opera House. It is right on the harbor of 

the city: The architectural marvel is not only an unbelievable sight from the 

outside, it is also worth seeing from the inside. There are 1.1 million tiles 

on the roof of Jørn Utzon's building. The house has 5 theaters with a total 

of 5400 seats, a cinema, 60 changing rooms and much more. In addition, 

over 500 km of power cables were laid. 

 

Bondi Beach: Bondi Beach is the best place for activities 

on and in the ocean. Whether surfing, walk on the beach or just 

swim, the 1.22 km long beach is perfect for vacationers. The beach 

is also a place where many festivals take place, in 2000 even the 

Olympic beach volleyball competitions were here. 

  

Sights in Australia 



Plants and Animals  
 

 

 The kangaroo 

The most famous animal in Australia 

is the kangaroo. It can grow up to 

1.8m and weigh 90 kg. There are a 

total of 65 species of kangaroos. The 

most fascinating for me is the grey 

giant kangaroo, which reaches a 

maximal speed of 50 km/h and jumps 

over 9 meters. That’s fascinating, 

especially when you consider that it 

only measures a few centimeters 

when it was born 

 

  Koala bear 

 

The koala is definitely Australia's 

cutest animal. Koalas sleep an 

average of 20 hours a day. The 

distribution in Australia is limited to 

the east of the country, as there are 

enough eucalyptus trees. The 

nocturnal koalas feed mainly on 

eucalyptus leaves. 



Here I want to show you the most poisonous  

animals in Australia. If you come across one, 

be careful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Taipan 3. Death Adder 
2. Brown Snake 

4. Funnel Web 

Spider 

5. Redback Spider 6. Sea Wasp 

Adder

Now I would like to introduce you to a few plants that grow in 

Australia. Due to the climate, there are many shrubs and also cacti 

in the outback. The most common plant is the eucalyptus tree, as it 

is very well adapted to the sometimes very dry conditions. Acacia 

trees or grass trees can also be found. The bush fires which 

happens every year are a big problem for the vegetation 
 



The Aborighinies  
Australia was settled by a once African people 50,000 years ago. 

These are the Aborigines. Over the years they lived from hunting 

and gathering and built up a close spiritual relationship with the 

nature and their land, which is very visible in their religion and 

culture.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aborigines are very concerned about the preservation of 

nature. A particularly sacred symbol is the island mountain Ayers 

Rock or in the language of the indigenous people, Uluru. The 

Aborigines have adorned the mountain with many drawings and 

pictures, each with a special meaning for their religion.  

  

Aboriginal flag Yellow circle: Represents 

the sun as a donor of life 

Red stripe: "the red land" 

(the outback / Central 

Australia) 

Black stripe: the dark skin of 

the Aborigines 



      The  Didgeridoo  
 
Another invention of the Aborigines is the didgeridoo. A musical 

instrument made of wood. The instrument, which is of great 

importance for the tradition of the Aborigines, is also heard more 

and more in modern music and it is played all over the world. 

 

An important part of the aboriginal culture is the dream time and 

the dream paths. In the dream time the Aborigines see their 

creation. They believe that there are creatures who created all 

humans. These creatures then gave nature to the aborigines. 

therefore, there is the dream time in which they come back to 

their creation time. The dream paths are songs and stories that 

contain information about orientation in the outback, which are 

passed on from generation to generation. 

 

 

 



Freetime Activties

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Wave surfing is very popular in 

Australia and almost a national 

sport. I am sure this is due to the 

many beautiful beaches with good 

waves. In addition, the weather is 

actually very mild all year round 

and you can always get into the 

water. 
 

Whether dolphin, humpback whale or orca, on the 

Australian coast you will have an extraordinary 

experience while watching the whales. Many coastal 

cities offer boat tours, where you can see and 

photograph the whales up close. Often you can even 

learn something about the animals from an expert while 

you watch them. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The best way to explore the particularly beautiful places in 

nature is to camp, as there is not a hotel everywhere. 

Whether in a caravan, a tent or in the car, when you camp, 

you have more opportunities to enjoy the starry sky or the 

sunrise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The largest coral reef in the world and mild weather all year 

round, perfect conditions for diving and snorkelling. 

Whether sharks or nemo fish, there is something for 

everyone. If you take a look below the surface of the water, 

you will discover a unique world in which 4000 species of 

fish and over 500 species of coral are at home. 



European settlement 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

16th century: Spaniards, Portuguese and 

Dutch are the first Europeans to discover 

Australia.  

April 28, 1770: Captain James Cook arrives at 

the east coast of Australia and takes possession 

of the land for the British Crown. 
 

January 26, 1788 to 1868: 162,000 British 

convicts were brought to Australia and founded 

colonies there. This is also where Sydney got its 

name, because one of the first ship’s captain 

named the new settlement after the British Minister 

of the Interior (Lord Sydney). 

1788: New South Wales was founded. 

1829: Western Australia was founded. 

1836: South Australia was founded. 

1851: Victoria was founded. 

1859: Queensland was founded. 

From 1851 to the end of the 1860s there 

was a gold rush in Victoria, that brought 

countless people to Australia. As a result, 

Australia's population has tripled. 



 

January 1, 1901: All British colonies united, to 

form the Australian Confederation. The first capital 

became Melbourne. 

1967 the people of Australia finally decided to 

abolish all laws that discriminate against the 

aborigines. 

 

middle of the 19th century: The natives of 

Australia, the Aborigines, were treated like animals 

by the settlers. Aborigines were killed, raped and 

their land was taken away. In addition, many 

natives died from the illness that Europeans 

brought with them. 

until 1920s: The acts of violence against 

Aborigines are increasing and there are now only 

60,000 of the former 1 million Aborigines living in 

the country. 

1949: Aborigines officially get an Australian citizenship. 

 

2007/2008 There are now over 600,000 

aborigines again and the government officially 

apologizes to the indigenous people. and there is 

also a national "Sorry-Day", on which the terrible 

treatment of the aborigines is remembered. 
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